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Did you know? 

• The schedule for 

monthly membership 

meetings is posted 

on the CIHRA web 

site 

 Aug – Ice Ranch 

 Sep - Apex 

 Oct - Family Sports 

 Nov - Apex 

 Dec - Ice Ranch 
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2010 CIHRA Elections 

The CIHRA elections concluded on June 
25th, Friday evening with re-election of Ken 
Taggart as President, and Timm Walsh and 
Shayne Cumine elected as Board Members 
at Large. Timm was re-elected to another 
term and Shayne will be serving his first 
term. The Board would like to thank Eric 
Barske for his many contributions to the 
improvement of this organization, both as a 
board member and scheduler, and is hoping 
that Eric will continue to step up and lead in 
other areas throughout the seasons to 
come.  

Tournament info: 

Want to know about 

upcoming tournaments? 

Tournament info is 

available on the CAHA web 

site: 

www.caha.pucksystems2.com   

 

  
The next general membership meeting 
will be at The Ice Ranch on Thursday 
August 5th when the new members will 
assume office.  
The CIHRA board would like to thank 
everyone who participated in the voting 
as this cannot happen without your 
participation.  
 

 

Summer Event – CIHRA day at the Rockies 
Get ready for CIHRA day at the Rockies.  
CIHRA and the Rockies have made 
tickets available to all CIHRA members, 
friends and family for Sunday, August 
29

th
.  The Rockies will be playing the Los 

Angeles Dodgers in a Sunday afternoon 
game starting at 1:10 PM.  Tickets are 
located in section 145 rows 10 – 23 with a 
face value of $38.00; the tickets are 
available to members at $22.00. 
 

 
Please contact Eric Barske via email at 

ebarske1@gmail.com or check out the 

flyer for additional information. 
Tickets are available for sale through  
check, Pay-Pal, or Money Order 

Accomplishments this year  
Now is a good time to look back at some 
past accomplishments from this past 
season: 

 Approximately 10,000 games 
officiated by CIHRA officials this 
season. 

 514 total number of officials 
registered with CIHRA 

 54 Tournament games for Tier 1 
AAA and Tier 2 AA games 

 Andrew Claymon Fund raised 
$2700 locally from donated game 

fees from 65 officials.   
  Over 100 video evaluations were 

completed during the season and 
this process is still on-going 

 Fee increase for youth game fees 
for the 2010-2011 season 

 

http://www.cihra.org/
http://www.caha.pucksystems2.com/
mailto:ebarske1@gmail.com


 

 

CIHRA Page 2 of 2 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

Direct Deposit 

 
If you haven’t done so, you can still sign up for direct deposit for your game fees.  The benefit 

to this is to have access to your game fees without having to go to the bank to cash your 

check. 

To get signed up for direct deposit you will need to send a voided blank check to the CIHRA 

Treasurer at:  

2075 South University Blvd., # 202, Denver, Colorado, 80210 

If you had direct deposit last season and would like to continue, please let us know at your 

seminar check in. 

 

 

 

Horizon Web Ref 

 
CIHRA has been using Horizon Web Ref for almost one 
year.  During that time the schedulers and officials using 
the scheduling tool have made suggestions to improve 
Horizon.  Many of the changes you see implemented are 
the result of feedback we have provided to Horizon Web 
Ref. 
 
Please remember to update your calendar in Horizon to 
show days and times you are available. 
 
Donôt forget to update your user profile.  You can 
update your photo like these other officials.  You can 
also set the number of texts and emails you receive 
or between what hours you get notifications. 

What do you need to do as an official? 
If you haven’t logged onto Horizon, go to the web site 
http://www.horizonwebref.com/index.php?pageID=login 
and log in with your username.  If you have not done so, 
please click on the link for NEW USERS 
REGISTRATION. 
                          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Passing of CIHRA Official - Andrew Claymon 

 On behalf of the CIHRA Board, we are sad to 
announce the recent passing of fellow-CIHRA 
official, Andrew Claymon of Edwards, 
Colorado on Monday, July 5th following a 
lengthy battle with cancer.  Andrew was only 
16 years old but lived an inspiration life, as 
evident in the many obituaries.  His family has 
expressed deep gratitude to CIHRA for 
the campaign held earlier this year on behalf 
of Andrew.   

Andrew had been a miracle having exceeded 
doctor’s expectations of 2-3 months back in 
January.  Andrew finished the school year at 
Battle Mountain and was sent to live with his 
grandparents in NE where he could work on a 
nearby lake as a fishing guide, as well as 
enjoy his boating and fishing interests.  He has 
had some ups and down since May but for the 
most part had been able to stay active and 
defy medical odds. 

Additional information may be found at 
The Vail Daily: 
http://www.vaildaily.com/ARTICLE/2010
0706/OBITS/100709841/-1/RSS 

 

 

http://www.horizonwebref.com/index.php?pageID=login
http://www.vaildaily.com/ARTICLE/20100706/OBITS/100709841/-1/RSS
http://www.vaildaily.com/ARTICLE/20100706/OBITS/100709841/-1/RSS
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Hard to believe another season for officiating is ready to start.  That means that 

it’s time to register with USA Hockey.  Registration opens on August 1
st
, and you 

should be getting a letter in the mail from USA Hockey to re-register.  The email 

will have the level you are available for this coming season.  Once you register, 

you will get an email with a link for the open book exam.  

 

Seminar schedule 

Level Date Day Location Participants 

Level 1 7-Aug Sat DU 50 MAX Limited 

Level 2 8-Aug Sun DU 50 

Level 3 14-Aug Sat Family Sports 50 

Level 2 11-Sep Sat APEX 50 

Level 4 12-Sep Sun Family Sports 75 

Level 3 18-Sep Sat Big Bear 50 

 

Seminar registration 2010-2011 season 

 

  

  

 

 

       
 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

August, 8/5/10, Ice Ranch 
September, 9/2/10, Ice Ranch 
October, 10/7/10, Family Sports 

November, 11/4/10, Apex 
December, 12/2/10, Ice Ranch 
January, 1/6/11, Family Sports 

 
Meetings start at 7:00 PM and 

all officials are welcome 
 

See you at the next meeting! 

2010 Marlow Lucht Charity Golf Tournament 

Broadlands Golf Course ï Friday, July 16, 2010 

 Fellow CIHRA Officials, 
We are providing information on an important 
charity golf tournament to raise funds for 
medical research on a disease which affects 
millions annually, one of which has recently 
been a local Denver-area CIHRA family.  
Sadly, just a few weeks ago, 2 year-old 
Marlow Lucht, daughter to Todd Lucht (CIHRA 
official) and Stephanie Redenz, lost a battle 
with a disease called Peroxisomal Disorder, a 
rare and terminal illness for which there 
currently is no treatment or cure.  In honor of 
Marlow and the Lucht/Redenz family, friends 
and family have organized a charity golf 
tournament to raise research funds for those 
still affected by this disease, as well as provide 
financial assistance to the Lucht family. 

 

The CIHRA Board has approved a donation to 
this tournament so that member officials may 
have an opportunity to participate and lend a 
show of support to the Lucht family.   
 
Your CIHRA Board encourages anyone who 
wishes to participate to reach out and support 
the Lucht family.  This golf tournament has 
been wonderfully organized and offers cart, 
range balls, hole prizes and contests, BBQ 
dinner and a silent auction.  See the attached 
files for more information on registration 
procedures, tournaments rules, contact 
information, etc. 
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CIHRA Family day at the Rockies continued from page 1 
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Evaluations 

 The evaluation program continued to 

expand over the past season with over 

100 video evaluations done over the 

course of last season. 

With the success of video evaluations and 

the positive feedback from video 

evaluations, CIHRA will be purchasing  

additional video equipment so there is 

equipment available for both north and 

south rinks. 

 

Ask the Official 
How many times are you at the rink and you have a question 

about a particular play.  None of the officials there can seem to 

agree about what should have been the correct call.   The USA 

Hockey-Officials section has a link where you can ask a 

question.  This is also a great resource if you can’t find the 

answer in the rule book under case studies or in the officiating 

manuals (Basic, Intermediate, and Advanced).  Here is the link to 

the site:  

http://www.usahockey.com//Template_Usahockey.aspx?NAV=O

F_07&ID=20800  

Here are some of the questions that were answered over the 

course of last season 

QUESTION #1 
What are the rules pertaining to handshakes after a hockey match has been 
completed? I have noticed many fights occur after the games when going through the 
line and touching gloves.  I have been informed this line can precede a game and 
shouldn’t be done after the game. 
 
A. USA Hockey has no official rule or policy regarding handshakes. They may occur 
before and/or after a game.  
Furthermore, a Referee may disallow a handshake if he feels unnecessary 
confrontations will result. 
 
QUESTION #2 

A team is given a Bench Minor for too many men on the ice.  The assistant coaches 
are arguing the call with the official.  The Head Coach verbally interrupts the argument 
and tells the official to talk with him since he is the head coach and communications to 
the bench need to go through him. 
The official ejects the head coach citing the bench minor for too many men argument 
as justifying the ejection under Rule 601(i)2. 
Is this a valid ejection under Rule 601(i)2? 
 
A. This type of infraction (protesting the Too Many Men call) would not be considered a 
continuation of a previously penalized infraction (Rule 601(i)2). While the Too Many 
Men penalty is a Bench Minor penalty and does get assessed to the Bench, if the 
coaches protest the call the official must begin with another Bench Minor 
(Unsportsmanlike Conduct) before assessing a Game Misconduct to any coach under 
Rule 601(i)2. 
 
QUESTION #3 
If a coach gets a Game Misconduct for using profane language, but the Referee 
doesn't fill out the right paperwork does the coach have to sit-out his next game? If you 
look at it in the team’s point of view, the coach wouldn't have to sit out because the 
referee didn't fill out the correct paperwork. 
 
A. Rule 404(c) in the USA Hockey Rulebook states, 
 ñA player or Team Official incurring a game misconduct penalty shall be suspended for 
his teamôs next game (the game already appearing on the schedule of that team at the 
time of the infraction), except that when such penalty is imposed under Rule 403(b) 
(Second Major in Game) there shall be a minimum two-game suspension. 
(Note) In all cases where a game misconduct penalty is assessed, the incident shall be 
reported to the proper authorities who shall have full power to impose further 
suspensions.ò 
 Therefore, if a coach is assessed a Game Misconduct penalty during a game, the fact 
that the proper paperwork was not filled out does not change the fact that the coach 
was assessed a Game Misconduct. It is USA Hockey’s policy that players and coaches 
should be held accountable for their actions regardless of an omission on the score-
sheet or game report. 
 Since we’re looking at this from a Team’s perspective, if that same team scored a goal 
and the Official Scorer accidentally forgot to record it on the score-sheet do we forget 
about the goal? Do we change the outcome of the game over that same type of clerical 
error? 
 Ultimately, all suspensions and other forms of discipline are handled by the Local 
Governing Body (League, Association, State Affiliate, etc.) of the team. Due to this, you 
will have to contact them to gain further clarification into your situation. 
 

 

 

http://www.usahockey.com/Template_Usahockey.aspx?NAV=OF_07&ID=20800
http://www.usahockey.com/Template_Usahockey.aspx?NAV=OF_07&ID=20800
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All, 

Thanks to everyone here for taking assignments in the 
DU Adult Hockey League during the winter season.  With 
all the hockey that goes on in the winter, sometimes it 
can be difficult to schedule the right crews to ensure we 
keep experienced people matched up with newer people 
and also have seasoned officials scheduled for the 
tougher teams.   Again thank you. 

Now, with that said, unfortunately, in the past week I've 
received two complaints concerning referees in the DU 
Adult Hockey League.  Both complaints had little to do 
with how the game was called, and more to do with 
disrespect and poor comments made during the game 
and/or after the game. 

I have not yet investigated the allegations on these two 
incidents.   They could be completely bogus and 
exaggerated.  Numerous times I've heard complaints 
dealing with inconsistency, missed calls, situations 
handled incorrectly (according to the players)......most of 
those complaints have been investigated and found to be 
completely unsubstantiated.   I want you all to know, I go 
to great lengths to back you up whenever I can. 

Just about everyone on this email has been working adult 
hockey for a number of seasons.  You are comfortable in 
these games.  You have seen a lot of things happen and 
have been on the receiving end of player abuse more 
often than you can count.   When it comes to player to 
referee abuse, we all have our times when we've had 
enough and we sometimes deliver what is dished out.  
Right or wrong, we know this happens from time to time, 
but we need to make a concerted effort to minimize our 
on-ice outbursts. 

In the future, please approach these games in the most 
professional manner as you can.  BE APPROACHABLE.  
You WILL be asked for explanations from time to time.  
Most, of these times it WILL be during an intense 
moment of the game.  Do you best to deal (manage) 
these situations in a calm manner.   When a referee 
appears calm and in control, his presence and authority 
goes so much further than when the referee chooses to 
bark back at the player, maybe tells them to "shut up" 
and skates away. 

Of course, there will be times when you are approached 
in a totally unreasonable manner.....use the tools you 
have and give the Unsportsman Like Conduct penalty.  
Assess the penalty in a matter of fact way, create space 
between you and the penalized player and be done with 

it....in other words, assess the call without all the flare 
and added drama.  We don't want to be shown up by 
the player(s) and neither does the player want (OR 
NEED) to be shown up by us. 

The bottom line is to do your best when working these 
games and, hey.....have some fun!  Try to establish a 
rapport with the captains and a few of the other 
players.  Some of them may not want this attention, 
but you may be surprised at how much easier the 
more difficult teams can be to manage if you become 
approachable and are "up beat" during the intense 
parts of a game.  Adult hockey is for recreation!   Both 
for you, and the PAYING players.  Each of those 
teams are spending big money $4,000 + per season 
to be out there.  We are being paid quite well to be out 
there too.  The paying customer expects us to hustle, 
be in position, and make the calls that need to be 
made.   When they throw us a little rhubarb, so be it!  
We are the men in stripes!  We have to be able to take 
a little bit of heckling and banter!  What would a game 
be without a few comments....as long as they don't 
cross the line of decency or total disrespect?  Another 
way to put is to "Treat disrespect with respect".  
Sometimes a very tough motto to follow!  

Thanks again to everyone out there working games at 
DU.  I hope you had a good winter season.  Now let's 
move into summer, work a few games and also get 
out of the rink and enjoy other fun things around 
Denver and Colorado. 

 Don Graham 

 

 

A Comment on Officiating Adult Hockey                                by Don Graham 
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Congratulations for your post season USA Hockey Assignments! 

The Colorado Ice Hockey Referee Association would 
like to offer you our sincere congratulations for being 
selected to represent our association while working 
District/ Regional/National USA Hockey assignments. 
We certainly understand that these assignments are 
only gained through hard work, passion, positive 
attitude, and most importantly your overall 
involvement and dedication to USA Hockey Officiating 
program 
 
Hopefully you bring back great memories, new 
friendships and life lasting experiences from these 
journeys that each and every one of you so deserved. 
Make sure to share these memories with your local 
fellow officials when the opportunity presents itself, so 
they too can catch the spirit and understand what a 
long season of dedication can open them up to in the 
future.  
Sincerely,  
CIHRA Board and its General Membership 
 

Jesica Hahnle-Nationals Women’s & Girls 
Luke Cyphers-Districts 
Gary PedigoJr.-Districts 
Kurt Crockett-Nationals 
Ceci Morris- Nationals Women’s & Girls 
Jackie Spresser- Nationals Women’s & Girls 
Mike Weigert-Districts 
Mike Sheehan-Western District Regional Camp 
Chase McGee- Western District Regional Camp 
James Sanders- Western District Regional Camp 
Nate Williams- Western District Regional Camp 

 


